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society fail to cover unexpiated sins. I hope that you will strain
every nerve to find out those whose mad grief betrayed them into
unpardonable crimes and appeal to them to own up like men and
thus purify the social, moral and political atmosphere of this district.
(I have considerably abridged the speech but added one or
two sentences to complete or amplify my meaning.

M. K. GO
Toung India, 9-7-1919

395.   SPEECH ON SWADESHI AT WOMEN'S
MEETING, NADIAD
July 6, 1919
SISTERS,
I am happy to see such a large number of my sisters of Nadiad
present here. I am thankful to you all for attending, I shall speak
as loudly as I can; even so, I cannot continue speaking unless you
maintain silence. I have not come here to make a speech, but to
explain things to you. What I have to say has an especial bear-
ing on our dharma. It has an economic aspect and also a political
one- Today, however, I shall place before you the idea of swadeshi
from the point of view of dharma, that is, explain how through
swadeshi you will follow your dharma. It will be useless for me to
make a speech if you understand nothing, and it is plain that, if
you do not hear, you cannot understand.
There was a time in India when, following our belief, we could
not drink water offered anywhere except in a Hindu home or, rather,
by anyone not our own caste* In the fair at Hardwar, water was
fetched by Brahmins and Muslims. The Muslims accepted the
water fetched by Brahmins but the Hindus would not touch water
fetched by Muslims, It was a matter of dharma for them to be-
lieve and act so, despite all the heat of the day. And so they
would not drink water offered by a Muslim,
I have stayed in the place where Ramachandra was born, and
in that place, in Bihar, and its neighbourhood, where Sita grew up
and played, There arc many there who will not eat in a train,
but fast* To be sure, it is a valuable religious sentiment which will
not permit a man to eat in a train, not to speak of other places.
There is self-control in this, self-control meaning deliberate refrain-
ing from the use of certain things. No one is under pressure from
anyone else in this matter*